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I’ve always loved to travel and my portrait career has also taken me
to so many places I never dreamed I’d go. In New York, for example, I
painted Lord Ian Lang, the Baron of Moncton, in his role as Chairman of
Marsh and McLellan, whilst across the river in New Jersey I portrayed
Larry Goldman, founding President of the New Jersey Performing Arts
Centre, in its stunning Prudential Hall. Any trip to the Big Apple is
inspiring, whether it’s through a visit to the Metropolitan Museum of
Art or MOMA, or simply walking miles through the streets of one of
my favourite cities, soaking up the atmosphere, watching the people,
feeding on all that energy. Subjects for paintings surround you
constantly, there are so many stories to tell.
A world away, in Rajasthan, there are different stories to share, with
very different colours, tastes,textures and ways of living. There, I met
His Highness the Maharaja of Jaipur for a photoshoot - the basis of his
first official portrait for the Maharaja Sawai Man Singh II Museum in
Jaipur’s City Palace - discovered the magic of the Pink City, and spent my
days among the very poor, working with a school for slum children and
visiting their families in their homes. Again, there are so many pictures
to paint, one scarcely knows where to begin.
This small exhibition is a taste of the beginnings of what will
surely be years of work, as I explore the contrasts in the worlds I’ve been
privileged to see, try and tell the stories I’ve learned and share a little
of the lives of the people I have met. I hope you will enjoy the journey.
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Banjara Queen, 36” x 60” oil on canvas $7,950

Whenever I visit Jaipur, I always spend time at this sprawling Banjara camp, where the agency I work

with supplies clean drinking water. Around 3,000 of these fiercely independent tribal people live in make-shift
tents and shelters, led by Pappu Di and her husband, their king and queen. I wanted to paint this charismatic
woman in such a way that to stand in front of the painting would be to meet her and to feel yourself looking
into a way of life few of us could cope with. Their pride and resilience amazes me.

The New Girls, 24” x 30”, oil on panel $4,200

Education is the only hope for escaping the poverty of the Banjara camp. These two girls are beginning their
first day of school and hopefully, the beginning of a new vision of the future. I was struck by their mix of
excitement, uncertainty and enthusiasm.

The Fabulous PMB, 24” x 18” oil on canvas $3,950

Pat Martin Bates, RCA DFA has been a doyen of Victoria’s art scene for many years and has represented

Canada at the Venice Biennale with her incredible works. A much-loved former professor, creative guru and
splendid raconteur, Pat is a warm and wonderful person whom I’ve been lucky enough to know for a long
time. Oscar Wilde once said ‘an artist’s first creation must be himself’ and no one embodies that better than
Pat, whose fabulous sense of style made her a joy to paint.

Kite Strings
24” x 18” , oil on panel $3,950

Soniya is one of the first graduates of the school that I work with in Jaipur, where she won a

scholarship to nursing school, an incredible achievement for a girl who - like all the children who
are students there - came from the Giridharipura slum. Here, she makes a cat’s cradle of kite string
on the day of the annual kite festival.

The Cold Plate Chef, 36” x 24”, oil on linen $5,250

The Union Club’s own Dustin - cold plate chef extraordinaire - who I thought would

make a magnificent portrait, when I spotted him here one lunch time. The portrait was begun in
the Club, from life, and completed in my studio.

Backstreet Jam in Jodphur
24” x 18”, oil on linen $3,400

The crowded streets of old Jodhpur - the fabled Blue City - are intricate, colourful and full

of life. Negotiating them in any sort of vehicle is a challenge, especially when you have to make
way for a wandering cow.

The Pink City - Jaipur’s historic core - is

a warren of alleyways interlinking its main
streets. It’s a marvelous place to explore and
shop, by day, or late into the night, when the
stores are lit by bare bulbs dangling from a
chaotic spaghetti of wiring that defies both
logic and belief.

Sidestreet Arcade
24” x 18”, oil on panel $3,400

Shopping �n Jodhpur’s dazzling

historic market is a blaze of noise and colour.
A kaleidoscope that’s almost too much to
take in. I hope I’ve captured a little of the feel
of it here.

Does It Come In Other Colours?
24” x 18”, oil on linen $3,400

A little girl lost in the jungle of

hoardings, lights and colour that is
New York’s Times Square.

Lost in Times
30” x 24”, oil on linen $3,850

New York at night comes alive in a neon

rush. It is both garish and beautiful, edgy and
inviting. Two people that captured some of
that edginess appear in the shadows Patti Smith, who wrote the song that gives
the painting its title, and the late Robert
Mapplethorpe, the photographer - her onetime soul mate.

Because the Night
36” x 36”, oil on linen $4,500

Sundown at the
Amber Fort
16” x 20”, oil on panel
$2,400

A group of taxi drivers wait for their fares, who are off exploring the legendarily beautiful Amber Fort, the
original palace of the Maharaja of Jaipur. It’s walls once encircled the ancient city itself, before the present-day
Pink City and its new palace was built.

Gemini, 36” x 30”, oil on panel $4,950

Canada is gloriously multi-cultural and diverse. Two faces are twinned here to celebrate
common strands of that diversity, both with equal contributions to make.

Poised... 20” x 16”, oil on panel $2,400

This is a study of the English dancer Izzy Passey who I met when she guested with Ballet Victoria.

Never a Cab When
You Want One
36” x 48”, oil on linen
$5,250

Who hasn’t been caught in the rain at night, searching for that elusive cab?

Here the
lights of South Granville dazzle on the wet pavement, proving there is a kind of beauty even on
the wettest night.

Home From the Fields, 16” x 24”, oil on panel $3,200

Flowers and Elephants, 18” x 24”, oil on linen $3,400

Gonna Buy Me a Hat, 24” x 20”, oil on panel $3,550

The kind of Gentleman’s clothier you don’t see any more, run by an ancient Jewish lady from
Brooklyn - the kind of shop I love and just had to paint.

Devotion, 24” x 20”, oil on canvas $3,950

I make a point of visiting this man every time I’m in the Pink City, where he sings praises all day, outside a temple in
the bustling centre. His enthusiasm and smile are infectious and I’m sure his devotion does not go unnoticed.

D AV I D G O AT L E Y
Self Portrait in Four Colours
Using the "Zorn Pallette"
From life - standing in front of a mirror
Oil on canvas, 30 x 24"
2020

David was born in London, England. Discovering Rembrandt at the National Gallery, aged 15, made him determined to be a portrait
painter. He studied at Camberwell School of Art – London’s pre-eminent undergraduate painting school at the time - at the height of
abstract expressionism (tutors included Trevor Jones, Gary Wrag, Ewan Uglow & Patrick Herron) before beginning a 16-year career in
advertising. He began as an illustrator, became a designer, then a copywriter – ending as a partner in a small London agency. He then
returned to portraiture and painted with his mentor, noted UK portraitist, John Jonas (The Queen Mother, Queen Elizabeth II and former Prime Minister David Cameron). He has been a professional artist for over 30 years.
David has been awarded Signature Member status in the Portrait Society of America and Senior Signature status in the Federation
of Canadian Artists. He has completed over 425 portrait commissions to date across the USA and Canada as well as Central America,
the UK, Africa, Israel and India. His subjects have included their Royal Highnesses the Duke of York (Prince Andrew) and the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge (Prince William and Kate Middleton), their Highnesses the Maharaja of Jaipur and the Emir of Bauchi, Lord
Lang the Baron of Moncton, the Right Hon. Kim Campbell, Canada’s 19th Prime Minister, the Right Hon. Gilbert Parent, Speaker of
the House of Commons, two of Canada’s provincial Premiers and six Lt Governors, Supreme and Appellate Court Justices, a US District
Court Judge, a Bishop, plus the Presidents and Principals of many academic institutions, leaders from the business world, the Law and
the Arts. He has also been honoured to paint Chiefs and elders for several of Canada’s First Nations.
David’s work has often been used to build bridges of understanding between communities, to cement alliances and create bonds of
friendship as well as to raise many thousands of dollars for charitable causes and build awareness of needs in communities around
the world. His portrait of Leah Shabiru, a captive of Boko Haram, has become a symbol of the fight against repression and is seen on
posters all over Nigeria. David has always believed that portraiture can play a vital part in recognizing our common humanity and
building mutual understanding, as well as honouring our love and admiration of one another.
When he can fit in the time, David also paints the people and places he’s visited.
Today, he and his wife Sharon reside in Shawnigan Lake, British Columbia.

